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“Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.”  (Colossians 3:14) 
 
Read Colossians 3:5-17 
 
Paul goes to great lengths to show us theologically who Jesus Christ is (chapter 1).  He now 
shows us relationally who Jesus Christ is (3:12-17).  Who He is contrasts with who we are in 
our flesh.  The characteristics noted in verses 5-9 were probably prevalent among the tellers of 
lies.   
 
There is something uniquely Christ-like about genuine Christianity.  Those who profess Christ 
look and act like Christ.  The reason is natural and expected.  True Christians are in a “one 
flesh” union with Him.  They have “died, and their life is hidden with Christ in God and Jesus 
Christ is their life” (Col. 3:3, 4).  It is always dangerous to “put the cart before the horse,” but 
biblical Christianity looks like Christ.  There is necessary caution when assessing another’s 
good works, but there is also something compulsory to the idea of good works/fruit of the 
Holy Spirit naturally flowing from the vine (Eph. 2:8-10; John 15:1ff). 
 
The putting off/putting on imagery is like the two tines of a scissors.  Both are sharp and both 
are necessary in the cutting of paper.  They are most effective when they come together.   
 
Having died with Christ we are dead to our old self and all it speaks to.  The list is sobering.  
We are idolaters of self.  We love who we are more than anything else . . . including God.  
Until and unless God destroys this self-worship, we will continue in our damnation.  It is His 
love first that overrides our love so that we will love something and someone other than self. 
 
All believers see the residue of our old self bubbling to the surface.  It is like a scum sitting on a 
stagnate pool.  Thankfully the Holy Spirit skims this putrid mass from the puddles of our life 
and renews us in the knowledge of who He is, what He has done and who we are in Him. 
 
We are called on to be who He is.  No one can be any of these things apart from Christ in them, 
the hope of glory.  His glory within radiates the qualities noted in vv. 12-17.   It is God who 
works in us and through us the biblical truth of Christ in us, the hope of glory.  It is His 
glorious presence that is compassionate, kind, humble, etc.  The list is not random or arbitrary.  
Such things are listed because they speak of who God is in His person and work.  Our actions 
are mere shadows of His.  They are the fruit of the Holy Spirit breaking out on the branches of 
our life.  Such things as those listed are not capable of resulting from the flesh.   
 
When the apostle said, “Beyond all these things put on love,” he was not saying anything in 
contrast to the preceding list, but in conclusion to the list.  The list forms pieces of which love 
is the whole.  This same idea is expressed in 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 and 13. 
 
 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

Paul notes how by putting on love, there will be “the perfect bond of unity” (v.14b).  His 
admonition in verse 15 is a call toward body unity.  The local church can be one for “Christ is 
all, and in all” (Col. 3:11b).  We have made this narrow by making it individual, but it is a call 
for us as a fellowship to be of one mind.  O how all hearts must ache when division is noted 
and how the loving thing just might be the hard thing to do. 
 
It is as we become this individually that we become this corporately.  It is as we celebrate 
positional impartiality that the household can celebrate the victory of God.  It is as we 
celebrate “Christ is all, and in all” that His victory permeates the community in which we live. 
 
The pain of idolatry within the church is a work that must be put off and out.  It is only as we 
look to the risen Christ that the church will live in His victory. 
 
 
 


